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Use of the Title “AccOT” or “Accredited OT”

Declaration 

The Board is aware that concern and confusion exists within the profession as to the use of the title “Accredited OT” or the abbreviated form “Acc OT”.

Whilst the Board encourages continuing education and professional development, and the maintenance of standards of practice, it is required to administer the Act in its entirety, but of relevance with regard to registration and advertising:

Registration 

1.
Section 27(2)(f) of the Western Australian Occupational Therapists Act 2005 states:


“The requirements for registration are that the applicant –

holds a qualification prescribed by the rules as a qualification for registration as an occupational therapist.”
2.
The accreditation course organised by OT Australia does not constitute an approved educational qualification from an educational institution recognised by the Board.  As such, it is not a registrable qualification, and may not be entered on the Register. 

Advertising

Regulation 12 of the Western Australian Occupational Therapists Act 2005 states:

“An occupational therapist who advertises, or causes to be advertised, any material relating to the occupational therapist’s practice of occupational therapy that —

(a) 
is false, misleading or deceptive; or

(b) 
creates an unjustified expectation of beneficial treatment; or

(c)
 promotes the unnecessary or inappropriate use of the occupational therapist’s services,

commits an offence.

Penalty: a fine of $1 000.”
Occupational therapists may only include, in any advertising material or stationery, the qualifications recorded on the Register.  Additional qualifications, once approved by the Board, may be added.

Separate consideration has been given to the display of certificates within practice locations. The Board supports the concept of occupational therapists being involved in ongoing education and personal development through an OT Australia sponsored process or through that of another reputable organisation.  If occupational therapists receive certificates for their participation in these processes, they are permitted to display the certificates within their practice locations.

Objectives

The primary objective of the Occupational Therapists’ Act 2005, which the Board administers, is the protection of the public. The Board supports the principle that continuing education undertaken by members of the profession should be encouraged, as ultimately the public will be the beneficiaries of any improved knowledge and expertise. 

Position

Occupational therapists may not use the title “Accredited OT” or “Acc OT” in the manner outlined above.  Any occupational therapist using these terms in their practice as an occupational therapist would be liable for prosecution.


